fundamentals of the New Religion which I would like to see introduced in India. I, at once, mechanically enumerated three points: The Fatherhood of God, the Brotherhood of Man, Salvation by Character. He thanked me for them and said that they were all right as far as they went but they did not go far enough. He said that he would explain by reciting a few poems from the writings of St. Pattanathu Pillai.
The Zamindar took up the first point, the Fatherhood of God and said that God was neither exclusively Father nor exclusively Mother but He was the Father-Mother-Spirit. The masculine interpretation of God as mere Father made Him a domineering War Lord Who wished to rule the world from His high heaven with an antiquated Law ofJustice which is an oldfashioned weapon in the hand of an impatient, petulant irritable and intolerant old Tyrant. He said in his very simple but very powerful Tamil that the world was not in need of such a peevish patriarch of a Father-God, but the world certainly needed a God who had so high a conception of man and woman that He entered into their limited and imperfect life as Ardhanarishwaran and let His infinite Light shine from there in the glorious form of Shiva-Shakti. This idea of God as Shiva-Shakti, as Ardhanarishwaran, is the contribution of the Tamil people to WorldCulture. He insisted that that idea of God had so much in it, when properly understood and interpreted that it would comfort, inspire and exalt men and women irrespective of their caste, creed or colour. According to him, the idea of God that Pattanathu Pillai had in his mind was that God was a democratic Servant of His bhaktas. God was not so eager to rule and govern as He was willing to serve His children and suffer for them. He said, quoting Tirumular, that Shiva was Love and Love was Shiva. That teaching of StTimmular influenced all the Tamil Saints who came after him. Shiva, the Lord of all Love did not create the world out of sportive pleasure; the Love aspect in Him needed the Other and that Other was Shakti. It is for this reason that He was addressed as Shiva- Shakti, as Ardhanarishwaran. And Shakti is the immanent Shiva. In the language of a Shiva mystic, Shakti or Uma is Shiva's Anil, God's Grace.
From the standpoint of art and aesthetics, the Zamindar said, the rich potency and the latent creative power of that idea of God had in it all that was necessary to make India a peerless Paradise of Art.
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